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US House approves energy bill - but veto threatened
 

TheUSHouseofRepresentativesapprovedasweepingenergybillDecember6thatincludesanationalrenewable
portfoliostandardandanextensionofwindandsolartaxincentives.Butitsfatelooksuncertainasitmakesitswayto
theSenateandtoPresidentBush,whohasthreatenedaveto.

Thebill(H.R.6)passedbyavote235to181,underastrongpushbyHouseSpeakerNancyPelosi,Democratfrom
California,whodescribeditas'theshotheard'roundtheworldforenergyindependenceforAmerica.'

Thebillincludesarequirementthat15%ofthenation'spowercomefromrenewableenergyandefficiencyby2020.But
Republicancriticsofthebill,includingTexasSen.KayBaileyHutchison,vowedtofighttheRPS,arguingitunfairly
penalizesstateswithoutstrongwindpotential.

TheRPSalsoisunderattackbytheWhiteHouse,whichwarnedtheprovisioncouldevokeapresidentialveto,ifit
makesittothePresident'sdesk.

Meanwhile,theAmericanWindEnergyAssociationandtheSolarEnergyIndustriesAssociationhaveredoubledtheir
effortstowinpublicsupport.

Forthewindindustry,H.R.6extendsa2cents/kWhproductiontaxcreditthroughDecember2012.Thecreditwill
otherwiseexpireattheendof2008.Solarwinsaneight-yearextension,throughDecember31,2016,ofits30%
investmenttaxcreditforbusinesses.Thebillalsoextendsasimilar30%taxcreditforresidentialsolar,inthiscaseuntil
2014,withacreditcapofUS$4000.

Toaccessthisarticle,goto:
http://www.renewable-energy-world.com/articles/article_display.cfm?ARTICLE_ID=314124&p=121
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