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Sharp plans massive hike in thin-film cell production
 

ElectronicsmajorSharpCorpistoincreaseitsannualproductioncapacityforthin-filmsolarcellsatitsKatsuragiplant
fromthecurrentlevelof15MWto160MWbyOctober2008.

Theyen22billion(US$200million)facilitywillcombineplantsforcutting-edgeLCDs,solarcells,andsupporting
industries.

TheplantinNaraPrefecture,Japan,isexpandingproductionaheadoftheopeningofanewthin-filmsolarcellplantin
SakaiCity,inOsakaPrefecture.
Groundbreakinghasalreadytakenplaceonthe1.27millionsquaremetresiteinSakaihamaDistrictofthecity,which
Sharpisaimingtomakeamajorindustrialzonebyinvitingrelevantinfrastructureandmaterialandequipment
manufacturerstoconstructtheirplantsonthesite.

TheLCDpanelplantandthesolarcellplantarebothsettostartproductionbyMarch2010.Planscallforanannual
productionvolumeof1000MWayearforthin-filmsolarcellswiththedevelopmentprojectincludinglandacquisition
costscominginatatotalofyen380billionyen(US$3.45billion).

Detailsontheinvestmentandotherfactorsrelatedtothethinfilmplantarecurrentlyunderreview,sayssharp.

Toaccessthisarticle,goto:
http://www.renewable-energy-world.com/articles/article_display.cfm?ARTICLE_ID=313991&p=121
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