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Alaska oil exploration to begin
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Also in the news But environmental groups fear the effects on wildlife in the

region, including the polar bear population.

There have been no lease sales for over 15 years and the
groups fear further exploration could damage marine life.

Rich reserves

Energy exploration in Alaska has always been a tough choice
between preserving one of the planet's last great areas of
pristine wilderness and the potential for huge profits to be
made from its development.

The American sectors of the Chukchi Sea are believed to hold
15bn barrels of recoverable oil and over two trillion cubic
metres of natural gas.

But the authorities had not held a lease sale in the sea since
1991, both due to the difficulties and cost involved in
extraction from the Arctic continental shelf and concerns over
the environment.
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But ecologists say any further there are fears for the polar bear
exploration could have a major population

impact on marine life, with polar bears one of the hardest-hit
species.

PDF Creator - PDF4Free v2.0
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/7169144.stm

Page 1 of 2

Low graphics | Accessibility help

News services
Your news when you want
it

SEE ALSO
Drill ban sought for Alaskan park
06 Jan 07 | Americas

Bush backs Alaskan oil drilling
10 Jan 07 | Business

RELATED INTERNET LINKS
Minerals Management Service

US Fish and Wildlife Service
The BBC is not responsible for the
content of external internet sites
TOP AMERICAS STORIES
lowa starts 2008 US election race
Honduran foreign minister quits
Bio-rich Costa Rica's new marvels
"J | News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW
MOST E-MAILED | | MOST READ

lowa starts 2008 US election race
Facebook tackles Bhutto hoaxers
Weekly world news quiz

Single trader behind oil record
Japan opens 'tallest lift tower’

Most popular now, in detail

http://www.pdf4free.com

1/3/2008


http://www.pdfpdf.com/0.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/7169144.stm

BBC NEWS | Americas | Alaska oil exploration to begin

The Chukchi Sea is home to one of two populations of polar
bears in the US, and their numbers have already been
depleted by loss of habitat due to global warming.

Many protestors are angry at the timing of the
announcement, which comes days before the US Fish and
Wildlife Service decides whether to list the polar bear as a

threatened species.

What are your views on the US decision? Are you in
Alaska? Please send your comments by using the form

below.
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The BBC may edit your comments and not all emails will be published.
Your comments may be published on any BBC media worldwide.
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