
Home News Sport Radio TV Weather Languages

| About the versionsUK version International version Low graphics | Accessibility help

One-Minute World News

News services
Your news when you want
it

LANGUAGES

-----------------

-----------------

News Front Page

Africa

Americas

Asia-Pacific

Europe

Middle East

South Asia

UK

Business

Health

Science/Nature

Technology

Entertainment

Also in the news

Video and Audio

Have Your Say

In Pictures

Country Profiles

Special Reports

RELATED BBC SITES

SPORT

WEATHER

ON THIS DAY

EDITORS' BLOG

Last Updated: Thursday, 3 January 2008, 07:42 GMT

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

Alaska oil exploration to begin

The US government says it
will offer exploration rights
for oil and gas in a north-
western region of Alaska.

The federal Minerals
Management Service said it
would take bids next month for
concessions in the Chukchi
Sea, which separates Alaska
from Siberia.

But environmental groups fear the effects on wildlife in the
region, including the polar bear population.

There have been no lease sales for over 15 years and the
groups fear further exploration could damage marine life.

Rich reserves

Energy exploration in Alaska has always been a tough choice
between preserving one of the planet's last great areas of
pristine wilderness and the potential for huge profits to be
made from its development.

The American sectors of the Chukchi Sea are believed to hold
15bn barrels of recoverable oil and over two trillion cubic
metres of natural gas.

But the authorities had not held a lease sale in the sea since
1991, both due to the difficulties and cost involved in
extraction from the Arctic continental shelf and concerns over
the environment.

The Minerals Management
Service says exploration will
not be allowed to take place
any closer than 80km (50
miles) from the shoreline,
therefore striking a balance
between development and
protection of coastal resources.

But ecologists say any further
exploration could have a major
impact on marine life, with polar bears one of the hardest-hit
species.

By Warren Bull
BBC News

The area holds huge reserves in oil and
gas

There are fears for the polar bear
population
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The Chukchi Sea is home to one of two populations of polar
bears in the US, and their numbers have already been
depleted by loss of habitat due to global warming.

Many protestors are angry at the timing of the
announcement, which comes days before the US Fish and
Wildlife Service decides whether to list the polar bear as a
threatened species.

What are your views on the US decision? Are you in
Alaska? Please send your comments by using the form
below.
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The BBC may edit your comments and not all emails will be published.
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